voices, which have always been there, are now apparently being taken much more seriously. 1 In the social-scientifi c literature on immigrants in Western countries, the questions of generations and youth have been a common focus, in large measure because there are signifi cant diff erences between these groups and their older fi rst generation relatives.
2 Th e second and subsequent generations grow up 'adapting' to the 'new' country and are, in that respect, formally as comparable to the long-established nativeborn as they are to their parents and grandparents. Th ey provide a logical bridge between the 'immigrants' and the 'hosts'. Th ose who arrive as immigrants at a young age, especially before puberty, are in most senses generally more like their native-born siblings than their parents and older siblings; and this feature points to the normally greater adaptability or malleability of the young when it comes to adapting to new circumstances. In the context of the larger question of immigrant adaptation, integration, marginalization, assimilation, and transformation (of both them and their 'host' society), native-born generations and the young are therefore of considerable interest in as much as they embody the longer term consequences and implications of migration, in the present case of contemporary transnational migration in particular.
Given the scientifi c importance of immigrant youth and second generations, therefore, before any of the aforementioned events took place, my colleagues and I had already joined those researchers in several countries looking at these locally raised and locally born off spring of more recent immigrant cohorts to the West. 3 In our case, however, we sought specifi cally to fi nd out more about the religious lives of 2 For examples of research on this question before the current decade in various Western countries, including Canada, see Kallen 1977; Bhatnagar 1984; Young 1991; Portes & Zhou 1993; Maani 1994; Geschwender & Guppy 1995; Khosrokhavar 1997; Beiser 1998; Vertovec & Rogers 1998; Zhou & Bankston III 1998 . Only in a minority of cases has this vast literature dealt with religion.
3 In Canada, not much research has yet been done on religion with respect to the second generation, most research focussing on such issues as educational attainment, income, and identity (e.g. 
